
To fix sentence structure punctuation 
errors, you must first understand the 
importance of the “clause” 절 in 
English sentences.

1. The clause in English 
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2. The clause in English 

The company will expand in Asia

A clause consists of a subject and a verb. A clause that 
makes sense as a complete sentence is a “main” or 
“independent” clause. 

Subject Verb
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3. The dependent clause in English 

The company will expand in Asia because young consumers 
have shown an interest in its new mobile product line.

A clause consists of a subject and a verb. A clause that 
depends on or needs the main clause to make sense is a 
“dependent” or “subordinate” clause.

Main clause

Subordinate clause

The clause “because young consumers have shown an interest in its 
new mobile product line” does not make sense by itself. It needs 
more information to make sense, so it must be a dependent or 
subordinate clause.



4. There are four types of sentences in English that 
give information. They are made of up different 
combinations of clauses.

Simple

Compound

Complex

Compound-
complex

Main Clause

Main Clause

Subordinate
ClauseMain Clause + Main Clause +

Main Clause + Subordinate
Clause

Main Clause +
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