1. How to punctuate equations

Equations follow normal sentence grammar. The equals sign =is a
verb. Sentences that end with an equation should have a period like
any other type of sentence.

For £k = L — 1, A 1s a square matrix. Assuming that the

mverse of A exists, which requires | There is no colon after “by.”

are lmearly independent [35], the | There are also no colons after
vector 1s given by ¢ “is” or “as.”

wt =cf A7 (37)

In case the steering vectors are not linearly independent,

Alis not mvertible, and 1ts pseudo mverse can be used 1n
its| place.

Period after the equation

Capital letter and indent after the

period because it is a new paragraph
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2. How to punctuate equations

In this second example, a colon introduces the equation because
there is a full sentence before it. Also, the sentence has not ended,
so “where” Is not capitalized. The equation is part of the sentence.

EXAMPLE

The desired weight wvector 1s the solution of following
simultaneous equations: <

wsy =1 (32)

QHQ?ZZO:' e =1, ---, k. (33)

Using matrix notation, this becomes

w’ A= el (34)

where A 1s a matrix with 1ts columns being|the steering

¥

The sentence has no period yet, so Colon for introducing the equation

“where” is not capitalized or indented

Proceedings of the IEEE, VOL. 85, NO. 8, AUGUST 1997, page 8



Punctuation of equations

These materials may be freely distributed for non-commercial purposes under creative
commons license

English: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
St=: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.ko

Attribution: HYU CTL English Writing Lab and Adam Turner http://www.hanyangowl.org

Definition of non-commercial use http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/web/terms/terms/index.htm#noncomm

See http://www.hanyangowl.org/ for more materials on writing for publication in English. Please email
corrections and suggestions to adamturner7 @gmail.com

 This material was designed by Adam Turner for graduate students writing for publication in English
at Hanyang University in Seoul, Korea.

» PDF versions of this file are designed for Adobe Acrobat Version 8 or higher.

* This file can be downloaded at http://hanyangowl.org/course/view.php?id=26

English Writing Lab http://www.hanyangowl.org ety “}%f[ﬂ“*ﬂ
2009 HYU Center for Teaching and Learning and Adam Turner "i

& 142 D5all e


http://ctl.hanyang.ac.kr:8001/writing/index.htm�
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/�
http://ctl.hanyang.ac.kr:8001/index.php�
http://get.adobe.com/reader/�
http://hanyangowl.org/course/view.php?id=26�
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/�
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/deed.ko�
http://www.hanyangowl.org/�
http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/web/terms/terms/index.htm�
http://www.hanyangowl.org/�
mailto:adamturner7@gmail.com�

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3

