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 2.0 Computer -assisted Research Writing  
  

Advanced search techniques can be used to check grammar and fixed expressions in English writing in 

your field. 

 

Á If you have a general English grammar problem try an Advanced Google Search. 

Á If you have a general English academic grammar problem not specific to your field, use an Advanced 

Google Scholar Search. 

Á If you want to check how grammar and words are used specifically in your field, use an Adobe 

Acrobat Reader Advanced Search. 

  
2.1  Internet Grammar Search : Advanced  Google Search  

 
Advanced internet searches can help you to find grammar mistakes by comparing samples of  your 

writing with sentences on the Internet. In short, you can use the Internet like a database of example 

phrases and sentences.  

 

Skill 2.1.1 Understand the difference between a ñkeyword ò and an 
ñexact phrase ò search using a basic Google search  
 
Korean students and faculty sometimes describe Ph.D. students as ñDoctorôs course student(s)ò. 

Is this standard usage? Use a Google Search to find out. 

1) Open up your web browser to http://www.google.com/ or http://www.google.co.kr/ 

2) First, type in the text below in the search box and click [Search ( )] 

  

 
3) You will see a large number of hits: ñResults 1 - 10 of about 6,190,000 for Doctor's 
course  student ò 
4) Now type in the same text with quotation marks [  ]  around it and click [Search ( )] 

 
5) You will get only the results with the words exactly in this order and no other combination. Results 

1 - 10 of about 64 for "Doctor's course  student " . The quotation marks change the search from a 
ñkeywordò search into a ñmatch exact phrase onlyò search. In short, it is a completely different 
search. This is a powerful function that makes internet searching much more efficient. 

 
Skill 2.1.2 Evaluate the context of the search results  

TASK 1 : Is this sentence correct? 

Á She is a doctor's course student. 

http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.co.kr/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&oi=dict&q=http://www.answers.com/course%26r%3D67&usg=AFQjCNHmFGT7A-g6cvNYAeN8-BY4hTVJdg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&oi=dict&q=http://www.answers.com/student%26r%3D67&usg=AFQjCNGG67u_TL4H1UXzQhsbwCVM0JaHzA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&oi=dict&q=http://www.answers.com/course%26r%3D67&usg=AFQjCNHmFGT7A-g6cvNYAeN8-BY4hTVJdg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&oi=dict&q=http://www.answers.com/student%26r%3D67&usg=AFQjCNGG67u_TL4H1UXzQhsbwCVM0JaHzA
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1) Examine the key words. Are there any unnecessary words that would limit the search that are 
not relevant to the key terms? Searching ñShe is a doctorôs course studentò would eliminate 
cases with ñHeò, for example. 
2) Examine the type and location of the homepage the hits come from. Is it a reliable source for 
English grammar and vocabulary? 
3) Ignore punctuation between words when evaluating grammar such as ñThe program is a three-

year doctor's course. Students are required to take éò 

4) Evaluate the number of hits to make your decision. The answer is based on probability. 
5) Estimate how common the phrase should be on the Internet. A search of the entire Internet 
for a phrase without any or very few hits is unlikely to be correct. Remember that native 
speakers also make spelling mistakes. 
6) The answer is at the end of Part 1. 
 

Skill 2.1.3 Use Advanced Google searches  to identify words 
cont aining general grammar or word choice problems not specific to 
your field of research  
 
TASK 2:  Correct this type of sentence, commonly found in article introduction sections, by 
searching other possible verbs. Do not include any words that are not necessary for the target 
grammar problem, which is the verb here. The answer is at the end of Part 1. 
 
Á ñSeveral researchers have been examined the role ofò 

 

Remember to search only the key words that contain the grammar mistake. We want to see if the verb 

ñhave been examinedò is correct.  

 
1) On the main Google page select [Advanced search ( )] on the right side of the search 

box. 
2) Type in words or phrases in [with the exact phrase (   )], and you will get the 

same results as a search with quotation marks.  

3) Select a specific file format such as .pdf, .ppt etc. in [File format (   )] if desired. 

Documents in .pdf are more likely to be formal documents while .ppt searches might allow you to 
find presentation slides. 
4) Search only the domain name ñ.eduò if you want to search only American college websites, for 
example. Notice that you can also search pages containing domain names such as ñ.ac.krò for 
Korean academic sits or ñ.caò for Canadian webpages. 
5) Search only ñin the text of the pageò as titles can have a different grammar. 
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Skill 2.1.4 Determine if a text is being copied  (plagiari sm) from the 
Internet in English or other languages  
 
You can use the same method to check if a text seems copied and pasted improperly from the Internet in 

English or Korean. Simply select a part of a sentence that you think is unlikely to have been written by that 

student and search the Internet. Then carefully compare the rest of the document with the rest of the 

studentôs paper to see if they have used the references properly. Note that this will not usually work with 

password protected sites or graduate students who are using password protected sites with PDF file journal 

articles. 

 
TASK : Determine where this sentence came from. 
 
"An abstract is a summary of an article, not an advertisement." 

 
 
 
 

 
 

.edu 
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2.2  Internet Grammar Search : Advanced Google Scholar Search  
 

Skill 2.2.1 Use mixed ñkeyword ò and ñexact phrase ò searches in 
Google Scholar to search for more specific fixed expressions in your 
field  
 

Google Scholar is a search engine that only searches academic sites. We can combine ñkeyword ( )ò 

and ñexact phrase searches (  )ò to find example sentences specific to our subject area. 

Unfortunately, mixing keyword and exact phrase searches does not seem to be possible with the Adobe 

Reader Advanced Search function that will be introduced later. 

 

As someone who works with technical English, I often encounter words that would be strange in ñgeneral 

Englishò such as "misbehaving nodes" in computer engineering or ñpermanently growingò cells in the life 

sciences. You can use the same strategy if you are unsure if a term is the correct expression in English in 

your field. To determine if ñpermanently growingò or any other usages in a particular field are common, 

follow these steps. 

 

1) Open your web browser to http://scholar.google.com/ or http://scholar.google.co.kr/ (You can 
set the preferences to Korean or other languages). 
2) Click Advanced Search on the right side of the search box. 
3) Input ñwith the exact phraseò any terms common in your field such as ñpermanently growingò 
combined with  ñat least one  of the wordsò as a keyword such as ñcellò and/or ñlinesò. You do 
not need to type the quotation marks in the search box for this type of search. 
4) Select the ñSubject Areasò for your field. 

 

http://scholar.google.com/
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We can see in the results that the term ñpermanently growingò is common in life sciences in the context 

of cell research. In addition, the source websites are reliable. 

 

 
 
Skill 2.2.2 Identify common grammar patterns in your field  
 
Google scholar also allows us to use ñwildcardò searches using *, which allow us to search for any word 

within an exact phrase as in [ñby * theò] + Noun, in engineering: by averaging the, by selecting the, by 

neglecting the, by accepting the, by reviewing the, by searching the, etc. Searching these patterns will 

allow authors to discover productive grammar structures in their field. Note that the wildcard function 

does not seem to be available for the Adobe Reader Advanced Search Function we will be introduced to 

later. 
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TASK: select a structure and discover vocabulary use common in your field, or search [ñby * 
theò] in other fields. 

 
Also, in the Google Scholar ñpreferencesò, you can log in to your library system to improve your full-text 

access. You can also try CrossRef, which is a Google full-text search of journals from 29 leading 

publishers at http://www.nature.com/search/search_crossref.html.  

 

Skill 2.2.3 Compare alternative answers for probability  
 
TASK:  Search these two alternatives in Google Scholar. Which is more likely to be correct? 
Evaluate both the source and frequency of the hits. The answer is at the end of Part 1. 
1. ñis consisted ofò 

2. ñconsists ofò 

 

Skill 2.2.4. Using Google Scholar with Hanyang Library  

 
TASK: First Login to your library  website. Then in a NEW window view the preferences for Google 

Scholar by adding any subscriptions that you have and selecting the type of reference software you are using. 

http://scholar.google.com/scholar_preferences?  (Hanyang has www.endnote.com reference managing 

software available as a free download from the EZHUB INTRANET). Then do a Google Scholar Search for 

keywords in your field and the name of a journal you know your library has a subscription to and see if you 

can open up the FULL TEXT PDF of the journal article you searched. This is more useful for undergraduate 

or masterôs students who want a more general search of a field, but with higher quality sources (including 

but not limited to journals) than a general Internet search.  

 
 

http://www.nature.com/search/search_crossref.html

