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2.3  Adobe Acrobat Reader  Advanced Search  
 

The advanced search functions of Adobe Acrobat Reader allow you to turn a folder of PDF files from 

journals in your field into a searchable database of example sentence structures and correct 

expressions that are used in your specific area of research. Make sure that your Adobe Acrobat Reader 

is version 6.0 or above (Adobe Acrobat Reader 5.1 does not have an advanced search function).  

 

Skill 2.3.1 Collect PDF files from journals in your field in one folde r 

on a hardrive, USB, or CD  

 

Download from online journals as many PDF file articles in your area of research as you can. I suggest 

at least 100 PDF files. Fifty files would probably be the minimum. Burn the files onto a CD or put 

them into a folder on your computer or USB. Donôt fill a CD with files that contain a lot of color 

graphics because it might slow down the search speed. Note that graduate students and faculty are 

likely to have this number of PDF files from their own area of research already. Your folder should 

look something like this on a PC: 

 

Skill 2.3.2  Search useful phrase s or  fixed expressions in your field  

 

You may use the Adobe search technique to find useful expressions, phrases and sentence structures. 

One very useful sentence structure is ñTo + Verbò or ñIn order to + verbò at the beginning of a 
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sentence. This structure is often used to show the purpose of a research technique or method. Here is 

an engineering example: 

 

EXAMPLE  

ñTo compute the average power consumption, we use the procedure described previously.ò 

Source: IEEE Transactions On Multimedia, Vol. 5, No. 2, June 2003 ©IEEE 

 

To use Adobe Reader Advanced Search functions follow these steps: 

1) In Version 6 or 7, Click on [Edit ( ) ­ Search ( )] or click on the  icon. 

 

 

1a) In Version 8 you can pull down the search box and adjust your toolbar options.  

 

2) Click on [Advanced Search (    )] on the bottom left [Ver. 6-7] or right 

[Ver. 8] depending on the version of Adobe you are using. 
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3) Make sure that you select the right folder or drive in the pull down menu and not the 

default, which is the ñmy documents folder.ò 

4) Type the words that you are searching for into the search box for example, ñToò. 

5) Choose [Match Exact word or phrase (     )] under [Return results 

containing (    )]. 

6) Click on [Case-Sensitive ( /  )] if you want different results for ñToò or ñtoò. 

7) Click on [Whole words only] if you want ñToò and not ñtogether, total,ò etc.  

8) Click [Search ( )]. 
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9) Click on a link shown in blue [Ver. 6-7] or bolded [Ver. 8] letters in the [Results ( )]. 

The exact location of the words or phrases is highlighted in the file that you searched for are 

shown on the left or right hand side in the PDF file according to the version you are using. 

The statistics of the results will also be shown, which will help you determine how common a 

word or expression is in your field (e.g. Documents found (  ); Total instances found 

(   ).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We can see that this is obviously a useful sentence structure. There are many ways it can be 

used and many verbs that can be used with this structure in any field: 

 

EXAMPLE 

To overcome this problem, we 

To solve this problem, we 

To simplify the problem é 

 

In most PDF files you can also copy and paste example sentence structures for study directly from the 

PDF file. However, some journals may have security features so this is not always possible. 

 

Skill 2.3.3  Collect useful phrases or  fixed expressions for use in  

writing in your field  

 

1) When you have located a useful sentence from the search results, click the text button in 

the menu, [text (  )]. In Version 8, text is automatically highlighted by the cursor. 


